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If there is any word to describe the past three years it 
would be CHANGE. While we were all grappling with 
the effects of COVID and our collective inability to 
gather, northern New Jersey was in the midst of 
combining 3 Presbyteries.

The end result is the new PW of Northeast New Jersey. 
Gathering information about the groups still active, 
dormant or disbanded has been hindered by the 
reorganization and the hiring of new personnel in the 
new offices. We began combining our groups by using 
leaders from both the former Paramus and Newark 
Presbyteries PWs and in spite of all the roadblocks, we 
have been meeting by zoom, publishing our wonderful 
newsletter and encouraging all women in the Presbytery 
to be involved in the many programs available to us by 
sending informative emails about specific opportunities. 
In May of 2022, we elected our first new board.

Our gatherings have been held by zoom and have 
covered a variety of subjects. Our first was a very 
inspiring examination of the theme ‘Even the 
Sparrow Finds a Home”, Caring for Creation. It 
encouraged us to look beyond ourselves (and COVID) 
to the wonders of God’s creatures. We moved on from 
there to tackle the world of technology with a training 
on the new google meets. Winter Gatherings have 
focused on trainings. This year we focused on what PW 
can do for you… a review of the programs, resources 
and how they can help not only the church groups grow 
but provide individuals with informative and inspiring 
programs.
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Spring has been devoted to learning more about some of the charity programs 
that we support and the differences we have made in people’s lives. Each program 
has been accompanied with a document to everyone on our mailing lists that 
includes all program slides and resources that one can access for additional 
information.

Each meeting includes an offering to support a program new and dear to us. The 
difference of having an offering in person versus having to mail something in has 
had a negative affect on our ability to fund these efforts. We are hoping to begin 
meeting again in person but the travel time is also a negative for many as well as 
the lack of public transportation within the new Presbytery.

One of the best things to come out of our merger is our new ‘Connections’ 
magazine. Blessed with highly experienced and creative teams from both the 
Paramus and Newark PW’s, they have been producing a wonderful magazine that 
is informative about what is going on not only in our PW churches but PW at 
large and includes write-ups on many interesting opportunities within our 
churches and the communities at large.

Our goals for the near future are to shore up our communications, filling in the 
blanks within those churches that have gone through major changes in the past 
few years. Armed with better information, we hope to be in a position to provide 
help to individual churches to grow their PW groups and their programs.

Respectfully submitted,

Elizabeth Hemminger
Moderator

THIS REPORT 
WAS DELIVERED 
AT THE TRIENNIAL
FROM PWNENJ
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	 About thirty years ago, I read a book called “ Just a Sister Away” by 
African American biblical scholar Renita Weems. In her book, Rev. Dr.  
Weems writes about the women in the bible and how they sistered one 
another through tough times. In her introduction,  Weems writes that when 
she was growing up, her mother was an alcoholic. She grew up feeling very 
angry and bitter because her mother was unable to provide her with the 
mothering that she needed.  As an adult she came to realize that her 
mother had been unable to nurture her, because her mother herself had 
not received the mothering she needed. Her mother was like an empty 
vessel.  You cannot give what you yourself do not have.  Weems felt that 
what her mother needed was a sister.  So she decided she was going to 
sister her mother. 

Being a part of a women’s group gives us the perfect opportunity to 
sister one another. I am sure that Professor Weem’s mother was not the 
only woman to be sistered.  We each have our own issues that we are 
dealing with, and we each in our own way, need to be sistered.  We need to 
be loved and cared for and nurtured in a way that only a sister can.
 
What is a sister? She’s the one who knew you when. She knows where 
you come from, where you’re going.  She knows what you did and why you 
did it.  She comes from the same place you do and throughout the years of 
your life, she was right there by your side experiencing the same things you 
experienced both good and bad. She knows what’s in your heart, both good 
and bad.

A sister is someone you giggle with and share secrets with. Remember 
that cute boy way back when?  Your sister was the first one to know about 
your huge crush. She’s the one you can catfight with on Monday and be 
besties  with you again on Tuesday.  No one understands you like she does.  
When you cry she will cry with you and when you achieve something 
momentous she will be your greatest cheerleader. When you need advice, 
her ear is never far and when you do some things you ought not to have 
done, maybe said some things you ought not to have said, she will read you 
like nobody else can. (That verb read has different meanings depending on 
what generation you are in. All the meanings have relevance here)

“ WHEN SISTER IS A VERB”



4

Meditation... Continued

PW
PN

EN
J/

C
on

ne
ct

io
ns

 F
AL

L 
20

23

In the Bible, if Sarah and Hagar had put jealousy aside and sistered one 
another, maybe their sons would have grown up together as true brothers.
Ruth and Naomi sistered one another, through the loss of their husbands. 
Mary and Elizabeth sistered one another through their pregnancies. During 
and after the crucifixion, Mary Magdalene and other women disciples 
sistered mother Mary through her grief. In the early church and through 
the persecution I’m sure that the women sistered one another as they 
struggled to spread the Gospel throughout the known world.  And during 
the age of exploration, women missionaries sistered one another as they 
traveled the high seas to faraway lands to bring he Good News of Christ 
Jesus. Maybe you can remember a time when you were young, when 
church women sistered your own mother through something she was 
going through?  All throughout the Christian Era, Christian women have 
sistered one another. 

Ladies of the Northeast New Jersey Presbytery, let us continue 
in this tradition. Let us sister one another. Let us be there for 
one another. Let us nurture one another. We all have been 
through some things and if we haven’t, then we will. We have 
experienced illness, loss, divorce. We have lost jobs and homes. 
But we don’t have to face these troubles alone, because we 
have one another and we have God’s unfailing love for each 
one of us. 

Be strong , be encouraged and be there for one 
another in love as a true sister!

Contributed by Sonja Evans Walton, Roseville PC, Newark
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Rev. Margo Walter has served God and community in many 
ways, including as ordained pastor, hospice chaplain, certified 
spiritual director, and wife-mother-grandmother-friend (not to 
mention civil engineer, state prayer leader, Sunday school teacher, 
dog-mom and more).  Her desire to do justice and to be blessing is 
the common thread.  She is a child of the Deep South, who raised 
a family and built a community in the Northeast, and now has 
moved to the Southwest with spouse Frank.  She is excited by 
what God and community can accomplish together.  She has come 
to love the questions more than the answers, and so she continues 
a hopeful, contemplative, prayerful walk.  

Meet	our	
PWPNENJ	-
FALL	2023	
GATHERING	
SPEAKER

Watch your emails for Gathering details

Date - Time- Zoom Link to come
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Build a Bouquet
PW’s stewardship committee is launching a “Build a Bouquet” campaign 
that promises to build community,educate about ways (and whys) 
to support Presbyterian Women, and bring cheer in the 
form of flowers—bounties of bouquets—that will culminate 
in a virtual garden at the 2024 Churchwide Gathering!

This “FUNdraising” campaign invites individuals and groups to make a financial gift to
Presbyterian Women that will be celebrated with a blossom.
At the churchwide level, gifts to PW will create a virtual bouquet. PW in the Synod, Presbytery or
Congregation may want to consider “Build a Bouquet” for an upcoming gathering. Whether the
flowers are real, artificial, drawn, sewn or virtual flowers, the bouquets are a testimony to the
diversity of God’s creation and PW’s generosity. And they can be a meaningful part of event
decorations, and/or later shared with community partners. Presbyterian women are resourceful so
adapt the “Build a Bouquet” in a way that works within your context. Consider or adapt one of these
examples:

• Invite attendees to bring a flower from their garden with their financial gift to PW. As the offering 
•or pledges to PW’sAnnual Fund are received, invite 

         attendees to add their flowers to a vase for a PW bouquet.

       • Thank financial supporters of Presbyterian Women
         with a flower from a large bouquet purchased 
         for this purpose.

        • As most synods are made up of two or 
          more states, PW in the Synod events 
          can build bouquets of state flowers. 
          Gathering planners may want to 
          encourage participants to bring their
          state’s flower to the event to help 
          assemble a large bouquet.
          Alternatively, the planning team 
          could assemble a bouquet of
          flowers, representing each state 
          in the synod.

Regardless of the format your bouquet takes, 
do take a photo and send your PW bouquet story 
to carissa.herold@pcusa.org.

Your bouquet may bloom anew at the 
2024 Churchwide Gathering!
Take time to celebrate the gifts and bouquets that 
show how together, Presbyterian women bring beauty to 
God’s world through faithful effort through our PW Purpose.
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News from the Churches
“Together in Service”
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South Presbyterian 
Church receives 
donations in the 
300’s for their 

300th 
Anniversary

School Supplies

Pet Supplies

We are presently receiving  
donations for warm mittens, 
hats, scarves, socks, and 
blankets.

201-384-8932
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Our Gala Anniversary 
weekend takes place Saturday 
October 21, 6:45 pm Concert 
and Sunday October 22 for 
our special 10 am worship. 

All are welcome!

We have been celebrating all year and the 
best is yet to come.
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Elizabeth Avenue-Weequahic Presbyterian 
Church - Newark (EAWPC)

“Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted. 
…..”    Matthew 15:28

Regrettably, it’s important to note that the Elizabeth Avenue-Weequahic’s 
Women Fellowship Ministry has not met since before the pandemic.  
However, the women of the church are very active in the life of the 
church providing leadership and participating in the programs and events 
celebrated throughout the year.  The various roles and activities we 
serve and participate include, but are not limited to: 

●      Elders and Deacons
●      Worship liturgists
●      Weekly Bible Study
●      Weekly Prayer Service
●      Community Service, twice monthly
 Due to COVID-19, we have not held an Annual Christmas Holiday Party, our 
major fundraising event. In lieu of the holiday party, we have held Birthday Rally 
Campaigns as mini-fundraisers in which we requested members and friends to 
donate fifty cents for each year that they have been on this planet or a love 
donation of any amount was accepted.  We have also hosted two Fish Fry 
fundraising events.

Following the return to our building, we resumed our Outreach Ministry in the 
form of a Food Pantry which we operate on the second and fourth Thursday of 
the month from 10;00 am to 12 noon.  On the Wednesday before the scheduled 
Thursday, we pack non-perishable food items, fresh produce and eggs for 
distribution to 30 to 40 individuals and families, twice a month.

In July, we resumed hosting our Annual Picnic on the lawn of the church.  
Welcome Back Sunday, so designated for those persons who have been 
worshiping via teleconference since the pandemic, inviting them to return to in-
person worship, was held on the second Sunday in September.

News from the Churches
“Together in Service”
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For almost two years, the pandemic did not allow for much in-person 
interaction with our congregation, nor our neighbors.  However, we are 
committed to re-engage with the community, sharing God’s love and 
spreading the gospel in a friendly, inclusive environment  through a  program, 
we have entitled, “Love Thy Neighbor” with funds received from the 
Presbytery.
 We are “connected” inside and outside of our congregation through the 
work of women and friends of the church.

A SPOTLIGHT ON MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF EAWPC

             • Elder Doris C. Peterson, CRE, our Pastor, currently serves as Co-  
            Moderator of   the Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey.

 ●  Dr. LaTisha Porter-Vaughn, one of our Deacons received The Bugg 
Foundation’s 2023 Johnnie Lacy Award in honor of her leadership of 
excellence in engaging the community and society in essential 
conversation about identity and the challenge that comes with not 
only being disabled but a person of color and a woman.  Dr. Porter-
Vaughn has also authored two books,

●  “How We Hear: A Useful Guide for the Hearing to Understand 
Hearing Loss” and “Sounds of the Heart: A Story of a HearStrong 
Champion Persisting Against All Odds” 

●   Melba Moore, an award winning performer, visited with us at 
Elizabeth Avenue during our worship service on Sunday, March 5, 
2023.  Since that time, Ms. Moore was honored  with the 2,760th star 
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in the category of Live Theatre/Live 
Performance.   and at a Street Renaming which took place at the 
intersection of William and Mercer Streets in Newark, New Jersey 
across from her alma mater, Arts High School.  The street was 
renamed Melba Moore Plaza.

 Respectfully submitted,

 

Loretta Hazelwood

Moderator, EAWPC’s Women Fellowship Ministry



Presbyterian Women at Bethel Presbyterian, East Orange

News from the Churches
“Together in Service”
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Presbyterian Women at Bethel Presbyterian Church, East Orange 
 
 

At Bethel Presbyterian Church in East Orange, we are blessed to have so many faithful, dedicated, 
adaptable, and wise women in our midst.  Their foundational work supports our ministry and mission to 
share God’s love through uplifting worship, genuine fellowship, and cheerful service.   
 
During the spring and summer of 2023, our Presbyterian Women continued to participate in our Worship 
Service, serving as liturgists, sharing their musical talents, and preaching when Pastor Martha and Pastor 
Kirk were on vacation.   
 
They were active in our summer AKA/Bethel mission backpack  
Ministry that provided 90 backpacks that were filled with grade  
appropriate school supplies for grades K-12 and college.   
Presbyterian Women from the United Presbyterian Church  
of Lyndhurst and The First Presbyterian Church of Moonachie  
partnered with us and contributed 24 of the bookbags filled  
with supplies.  The bookbags were distributed to our  
Legacy Angel Tree children, to foster children, and to  
children in our Bethel community and neighborhood.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
In October 2023, two of our Presbyterian Women are being honored for their 
contributions in the community.  June Lockett, Bethel’s Music Director and Angel Tree Ministry Coordinator 
is being honored as a Community Service Recipient by the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc, Delta Pi 
Chapter.  Chrystel Williams, our Thanksgiving Dinner Outreach Ministry Coordinator is a Community 
Appreciation Honoree by Nassan’s Place, an organization that provides accessible and affordable 
educational and recreational programs, sensory friendly activities, social outings, advocacy and other 
resources to children and families affected by Autism in and around under-served inner-city 
communities.  We are grateful to God for June, Chrystel, and all the Presbyterian Women in our Bethel 
community. 
 

Submitted Sept 2023  
     by Pastor Martha Day 
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News from the Churches
“Together in Service”

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 
WESTFIELD

Some of the Fall items that we are involved with:

On 9/10, we participated in our Community Day 
Kickoff Event by hosting a Bake & Mum Sale. 
Despite the significant rainfall, we had a solid 
turnout.

9/21 we hosted a Wine & Cheese Evening 
at a congregant's home and have invited all women 
of the church to stop by.

10/19 at 10:00 am we will be hosting NJ 
photographer, Walter Choroszewski as he presents 
an engaging talk on "Rock and Roll." Walter is 
an interesting person who has presented talks/
photos of NJ scenes, National Parks, Ireland. If 
you're looking for a speaker, he's one to call.

Kind regards, Carole Cook
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News from the Churches
“Together in Service”

On July 29, 2023, I was privileged 
to join seven women at Trinity PC 
in Montclair for a most relaxing 
afternoon of painting sweetened 
with laughter, camaraderie and 
refreshing nibbles, and where 
fulfillment was not just in ‘the 
process’ but in ‘the production’  of 
a vibrantly colored piece of art to 
take home! The class was led by 
Simone Bailey Campbell, a 
member of Trinity’s congregation, 
and an accomplished and referred 
visual artist. 
Simone came to United States 
from Jamaica to study interior 
design. Armed with a Bachelor of 
Fine Arts in Furniture Design 
from Savannah College of Arts 
and Design, she moved to New 
Jersey in 2006 and worked for 14 
yeas in the jewelry design industry 
in New York City. At the 10-year 
juncture, Simone became restless 
and started to sketch which, four 
years later, evolved into full-
blown painting with a passion!

Simone is executive producer of art shows through 
her company Perspectives Exhibitions LLC

Paint & Praise ...Simply Blessed!



18

PW
PN

EN
J/

C
on

ne
ct

io
ns

 F
AL

L 
20

23

News from the Churches
“Together in Service”

including commissioned public 
murals and paintings from 
individual clients, and juried solo 
and group exhibitions in galleries 
from Philadelphia to Washington, 
DC, to Illinois, and to Newark, 
Montclair and Jersey City in New 
Jersey. Below is sampling of her 
Commissioned murals. 

Since 2020 Simone has produced a rich portfolio...

Although our July 29th 
Praise and Paint art 
theme was the same 
for the group, each 
person had some 
freedom to add her 
own flavor to her 
creation. It was 
intriguing to observe 
different personalities 
as some painstakingly 
stayed within the lines, 
while others, like my 
sister and me, used 
broad brush strokes 
with careless abandon. 

This was the first painting experience for most participants since elementary 
school so there were questions about blending color, brush sizes and techniques 
for special effects, and cleaning  them for a better product. Simone’s patience, 
encouragement and teaching aptitude made the afternoon’s activity entirely  
stress-free and enjoyable.

Trinity Presbyterian Church, though a relatively small congregation, is brimming 
with gifted artists (e.g., painters, crafters, vocalists) who use their talents to 
enhance the church’s ministry and enrich our community. 

CONTRIBUTED BY ABEGAIL JOHNSON, CO-EDITOR
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Rev. Linda Gaden lead a wonderful Bible Study 
on “Sacred Encounters “at Stony Point in July. 

Enjoy the pictures!
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NOW 
AVAILABLE 
IN LARGE 

PRINT

PW Horizons Magazine & Bible Study 2023-24

Horizons is the magazine (and Bible study) by and for 
Presbyterian Women. 

It’s the resource for helping you explore where faith and life connect. Focusing on 
issues of faith—from the interplay between literature and theology to violence against 
women—Horizons gives you insights from women around the world and inspiration to 
live boldly. Within the pages of Horizons, you will find a wealth of information you need 

to live in faith as a Presbyterian Woman. Inside you will find mission stories, ideas for 
justice and peace work, information about Presbyterian Women and our denomination, 

the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), devotions, Bible study resources (to support the 
annual PW/Horizons Bible study) and a short Bible study on the issue’s theme! 

Marion Gregg-Whited
HORIZONS MAGAZINE 

AND BIBLE STUDY 
REPRESENTATIVE

Read more and order from the PW Shop! 
http://ow.ly/rBDK50FiLv2   Or call 800/533-4371.

If you wish to subscribe to Horizons Magazine and the 
Bible Study, you may contact our representative Marion 
Gregg-Whited or go online to:

See what’s new with Presbyterian Women, 
www.presbyterianwomen.org.

The digital edition Horizons is now available! Learn more 
or start reading at http://ow.ly/mpvM50yvPH6. 
(Print copies are on their way to subscribers!)

http://ow.ly/rBDK50FiLv2?fbclid=IwAR0IRRcROqSOOZPIGQz7DKgOjEmIehmqXIplrHWHEZb8peAvUTU1CkHJyl4
http://ow.ly/rBDK50FiLv2?fbclid=IwAR0IRRcROqSOOZPIGQz7DKgOjEmIehmqXIplrHWHEZb8peAvUTU1CkHJyl4
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
http://www.presbyterianwomen.org/
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fow.ly%2FmpvM50yvPH6%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1Y_K3xhWuktgprGBTon3QIMfncozO6pFln3dRAhgLaohfZomwJTkevx1M&h=AT2vPUzkggcUPIn5tXmMrm3xgHmo7XI-vsmWKnF7noAPOeXH1ATnddaw2O0neE6smrCbai4yXa7La46im6fsz20liw0ky4aFmYXq4XPpPOpBK137JwdUpuKFYl8GQEu59wHkXAo2svM
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fow.ly%2FmpvM50yvPH6%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1Y_K3xhWuktgprGBTon3QIMfncozO6pFln3dRAhgLaohfZomwJTkevx1M&h=AT2vPUzkggcUPIn5tXmMrm3xgHmo7XI-vsmWKnF7noAPOeXH1ATnddaw2O0neE6smrCbai4yXa7La46im6fsz20liw0ky4aFmYXq4XPpPOpBK137JwdUpuKFYl8GQEu59wHkXAo2svM
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Advocating to End Violence Against Women
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The United Nations designated 

November 25 through December each 

year to be recognized as 16 days of 

activism against Gender-based 

Violence. This international civil society 

led campaign begins on November 25, the 

International Day for Elimination of 

Violence Against Women: it ends on 

December 10 with Human Rights Day.

For the last three years, Ecumenical 
Women at the United Nations has created 
blog posts at 
ecumenicalwomenun.org/blog with 
liturgy, prayers, action suggestions and 
more. Some posts spotlight violence 
against women in particular parts of the 
world, such as Ukrainian women 
threatened or injured by Russia’s invasion 
of their country.

On Day 2 of the 16 days of Activism 2022, 
UN Women offered a list of ten ways to 
end violence against women. The 
suggestions are manageable for people 
with any level of advocacy experience.
Presbyterian Women’s national board 
committed to the 2021-2024 triennium 
being a time to explore and promote ways 
PW groups and individual Presbyterian 
women can help break the cycle of 
violence against women and children. 

1) Speak up, speak out.

2) Know the issue, & the  signs.

3) Call out sexual harassment.

4) Challenge beliefs on 
      masculinity.

5) Fund women’s organizations.

6) Call for better responses and 
     services.

7) Demand more data.

8) Push for stronger laws.
     

9) Support women’s leadership.

10) Build solidarity 
         with other movements.                                                             
                                   

Continued on the next page

 The ten suggestions from 
the UN women are an 
excellent starting point for 
individuals and groups alike.
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Whether you use one of the UN 
Women’s suggestions from 2022 or 
from previous years, whether you 
advocate for women in Ukraine or 
in your community , your advocacy 
is vital. 
No matter how you work 
towards the eradication of 
violence against women and 
children, know that every 
prayer witness and action is 
meaningful. 

Let us pray
God of love, we give you thanks for 
the signs of determined life and 
hope among us, even if they 
sometimes feel tiny and 
overshadowed by forces that seem 
so strong and dominating. 
We pray for life-giving power that 
we receive from you.

We pray for all people who 
work courageously to end gender-
based violence.

We pray for all people who 
protest in the streets, squares and 
churches. We remember and give 
thanks for the lives and legacies of 

those who are no longer with us. 
We pray for all who have 
not yet learned to express their 
emotions and affections.

We pray for those who have 
chosen to dominate others through 
violence that they will feel our 
guidance to repent of violence and 
find peace.

We pray for wisdom and 
guidance for all who courageously 
seek help to break the cycle of 
violence.

We pray for all institutions 
and shelters that welcome survivors 
of violence. We ask that you hear 
the cries of our siblings who have 
been gravely harmed by violence, 
including refugees and trans women.  

We pray for the churches 
and individuals who offer comfort to 
those experiencing gender-based 

violence. 
We pray for love, 
peace and justice 
among us. Amen

By Magdalene Lewis who serves as 
advocate to the United  Nations 
Economic and Social Council 
(ECOSOC) for Presbyterian Women in 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), Inc.

Compassion, 
Peace & Justice
Coordinator

Marion Gregg-Whited
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Finding God in Tough Times

“We’ll bring you dinner tomorrow night.”
I was squeezing in early morning and evening visits to check in on a family 
member in the ICU at the local hospital. My friend Rebeca let me know 

she was praying for us and asked me how she could help. “Dinner,”  I 
replied. There was no way I could juggle hospital visits, my full-time job and 
the online class I was taking, along with making hot meals for my family. 

The next evening, Rebeca texted to let me know she was outside with our 
dinner. I stepped out to meet her - and was surprised to find our mutual 
friend Valerie, at the steering wheel of  Valerie’s white van. Rebeca opened 
the door and invited me inside, out of the chilly winter drizzle. 

“Want to say hello to our little one?” Rebeca asked as I slid inside the warm 
van. She pointed to Valerie’s youngest child, Esmeralda, wrapped in her 
fuzzy blanket in her car seat. Esmeralda had been battling brain cancer for 
more than a year and could not longer speak nor move. “Hello, Esmeralda!” 
I greeted her with a gentle hug, and then embraced  Valerie and Rebeca. l 
knew from the recent conversations with them that Esmeralda was close 
to death, and that Valerie and Esmeralda’s family were the ones who 
needed care and support more than anyone. My husband and I know the 
family well and have accompanied them in a pastoral team with the 
Presbyterian Hispanic Latino Ministry of Preston Highway, a ministry of 
Mid-Kentucky Presbytery.  Yet here was Valerie, teaming up with Rebeca to 
provide dinner for me and my family during our season of high stress. We 
had enough shredded chicken tinga, corn tortillas and refried beans to last 
us into the next week!

Continued on the next page
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Compassion, 
Peace & Justice
Coordinator

Marion Gregg-Whited

The challenges of the world 

are enormous ; our personal 

lives sometimes are fraught 

with sorrow and conflict. This 

issue of  Mission Crossroads 

invites us to reflect on how we 

can live faithfully in these 

difficult times. One way is 

through relationships that 

reveal our humanity to one 

another and expand our 

understanding of God’s mission 

and ministry. This personal 

story is just one way our 

relationships with others help 

us overcome these challenges. 

How might 

relationships in 

your life help 

you and others do 

the same?

In the days leading up to my 
family member being 
discharged from the hospital, 
Rebeca would text or call me 
daily to check in and let me 
know which of several families 
in the ministry had signed up to 
bring us a hot meal that day. 

Each dish was a 
humble reminder 
that being church 
means everyone 
pastors to 
everyone else.
By Ellen Sherby, Associate Director 
for Global Connections, World Mission
MISSION CROSSROADS
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Treasurer’s 
Report
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PLEASE visit the website of PW in the 
Synod of the Northeast 

(www.pwsne.org) for many more 
opportunities for spiritual nurture and 

leadership development. 
ARTICLES FOR THE NEXT NEWSLETTER

ARE DUE ON APRIL 10, 2024
 THANK YOU.

PRESBYTERY OF NORTHEAST NJ 
Moderator - Liz Hemminger

Vice-Moderator - Geri Pretlow

SYNOD OF THE NORTHEAST

Moderator - Virginia Champlin

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH USA

Moderator - Kathy Reeves

Connections
FALL 2023

Co-Editors 

Diane V. Nafash - dvnafash@gmail.com
Abegail Johnson - adjblos@aol.com

We ask that the person receiving this issue, please copy, post 
and distribute this newsletter to women in your congregation...
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