








Undocumented, Not Criminal
Roberta Mansfield, Synod Representative to the Churchwide Coordinating Team of Presbyterian Women

Do you know what the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
has to say about immigration? We can read 
resolutions passed by the 217th (2006) and 216th

(2004) General Assemblies, and those are helpful. 
But I wish each of you could have been present to 
hear Julia Thorne, an immigration lawyer who 
works at the Office of the General Assembly, when 
she addressed the Churchwide Coordinating Team 
of Presbyterian Women (CCT/PW) last September.
I learned that our immigration laws are often harsh, 
cruel and frequently separate families for years. 
Because of this, we are called upon (as Christians) 
to work to change punitive measures. We should let 
our legislators know that we want our immigration 
laws to be reasonable, compassionate and fair.  
Many people believe a great deal of erroneous 
information about immigration. For example, many 
people think that an undocumented person is a 
criminal. How often have you heard, “But they 
broke the law!” In fact, an undocumented person 
has violated civil law, but not criminal law. 
Undocumented people may have either entered the 
United States without a visa, or they may overstay 
their visas.

There are estimated to be twenty million 
undocumented people in the United States. Many of 
these have overstayed their visas. There are 
undocumented pastors in PC(USA) churches.  A lot 
of the overstays are Africans. If a person ever 
overstays a visa, that person will never be allowed 
into the United States again.  Julia told us about a 

woman from Mali who had overstayed her visa.  
Her father was dying, but if she had gone home to 
visit him, she wouldn’t have been allowed back into 
the US. Many people get non-immigrant visas, but 
overstay those visas. To get a non-immigrant visa, a 
person must be entering the US for a specific 
purpose.  The person must not intend to immigrate 
to the US. The visa will have a letter indicating the 
purpose of the visit.  For example, “F” indicates a 
student visa. Several “H” categories are for migrant 
and temporary workers.  If a person is of low 
income, that person may be denied a visa out of the 
fear that the person intends to overstay.

An asylee is a person who makes it to the border of 
the US and then asks for asylum.  Asylees are likely 
to be thrown into detention centers.  We need to be 
concerned about conditions in these detention 
centers, and that those detained have access to due 
process.

If a US citizen marries an undocumented person, the 
undocumented person is supposed to go back to 
their own country, and probably will not be allowed 
to come back to the US for ten years.

The 217th GA said this: “(We will)…not sway from 
our solidarity with, and pledge to service to, all 
brothers and sisters regardless of their race, creed, 
color, nationality or residency status.”

Justice and Peace
Virginia Coon

One of my favorite activities while attending the 
2006 Women’s Gathering was visiting the booths in 
the Great Room. Many booths caught my eye but 
one in particular was the one titled “Faces of 
Children”. “Faces of Children” began at First 
Presbyterian Church, Midland Texas as an 
ecumenical prayer ministry interceding for children 
at risk. This prayer ministry has grown to include 
Churches and individuals across the country and 
maybe the world. Their goal is to make sure 
suffering children are not forgotten.

Some of the statistics they publish are mind 
boggling. 300,000 child soldiers, one billion poor 
children, 2,000,000 victims of commercial sex, 15 
million AIDS orphans, 246 million child laborers 
and 130 million - deprived of education - many of 
them girls - just because they are girls.

How does this prayer ministry work? About once or 
twice a month a list of children with their stories are 
E-mailed to you and you are asked to pray for 
them. Individuals can do it or you can post it for



them. Individuals can do it or you can post it for 
congregations can pray for them. No cost. For more 
information about this prayer ministry go to:

www.facesofchildren.net
or E-mail info@facesofchildren.net

Below is a typical e-mail you will receive:

Faces of Children
Prayer Concerns for the week of 1/29/07
Uganda
Give thanks and praise to God for the work of the 
Invisible Children Movement and the efforts of 
thousands of young people in this country who are 
raising awareness about the plight of children in 
Northern Uganda.

· Please pray for peace in Northern Uganda and an 
end to the 20-year-old conflict that has displaced 
millions of people and killed and harmed hundreds 
of thousands of children. Pray for all children 
affected by this violent conflict.

· Give God thanks that 400 children are now 
receiving an education in Northern Uganda and 150 
people are employed in the IDP camps, thanks to the 
efforts of Invisible Children, Inc.

· Pray for the 50 young people traveling throughout 
the United States with the Invisible Children road 
tour and pray that hearts and minds of the audiences 
that see the film are open to the needs of the children 
in Northern Uganda.

Sudan
Please pray for children in the Boma area of 
southern Sudan (near the Ethiopian border) who 
have never been able to attend school or had a 
school in their region. Pray that the efforts of Sudan 
Partners International will be successful and that 
they will be able to build and staff a school in Upper 
Boma.

Please be in prayer for the children of the Darfur
area of Sudan where violence is increasing not only 
against the displaced people of Darfur, but against 
humanitarian aid workers as well. Pray for peace and 
an end to this conflict.

Justice and Peace continued…

India (Dalit Freedom Network)
Please pray that the Dalit (untouchable) children of 
India will find freedom in this lifetime from caste-
imposed spiritual, physical and emotional slavery. 
Please pray for the health and safety of all Dalit
children and their families. Hindu fundamentalist 
organizations regularly and systematically persecute 
Dalits and support anti-conversion legislation that 
doesn’t allow them to become Christians.

Pray that Dalit children and their families will hear 
the Good News—that they will know God loves 
them unconditionally and that they were made in 
God’s image. Pray for the safety and welfare of 
Christian individuals and organizations who witness 
this gospel message to the Dalits.

· Pray that enough schools will be constructed in 
order that all Dalit children may receive an 
education. Please pray that the organizations and 
individuals working to build 1000 schools for Dalit
children will be successful in their efforts.

· Please pray that many people would be moved to 
sponsor 4000 Dalit children in the coming year, 
providing them with a bilingual education, uniforms, 
midday meals and textbooks.

United States
Give thanks to God that 6-year-old Tiera’s brain 
surgery earlier this month went well and that she was 
released from the hospital. Please continue to pray 
for God’s healing mercies as she continues her 
recovery at home

Please be in prayer for teenaged girls in this country 
who are involved in violent fights and a rising level 
of conflicts with other girls. Girl-on-girl aggression 
is increasing in the United States as a third wave of 
an epidemic of violence. (The first wave was urban 
poor America; the second wave was suburban small-
town rural America; the third wave seems to be girls 
and violence. Red Orbit News) Pray for an increase 
in conflict-resolution programs. Pray that a wave of 
kindness will wash over these young women instead 
of waves of violence and aggression.

· Please pray for 10-month-old Rachael and for her 
parents. Rachael was admitted to the hospital



Justice and Peace continued…

recently with RSV, pneumonia, and very bad ear 
infections. She is on oxygen and antibiotics. Pray that 
God would bless this little one with healing mercies 
and restore her to good health.

· Pray for 4-month-old Madison who is in the 
hospital and is unable to keep food down. Pray that 
her physicians will be able to determine what is 
wrong and make a diagnosis. Please pray that she 
will also be blessed with healing mercies.

Kenya
Please be in prayer for the disabled children receiving 
treatment at the CURE International Hospital in 
Kenya and for two little boys, 6-year-old Elias and 8-
year-old Mourine.

Faces of Children
Please continue to pray for more churches and 
individuals to be brought into the ministry of Faces of 
Children, spread awareness about children in crisis, 
and invite more people to pray for children at risk



 

A Workshop on the 
Horizons Bible Study for 2007-2008 

 

Above and Beyond: Hearing the 
Call in Jonah and Ruth  

by  Carol Bechtel 
 
 

The Workshop will be led 
by the author herself. 
 
Carol Bechtel is professor of 
Old Testament at Western 
Theological Seminary (a 
seminary affiliated with the 
Reformed Church in America), 
and received her Ph.D. in Old 
Testament from Yale University 
in 1992. Carol was the Bible 

study leader for the 2000 Churchwide Gathering of 
Presbyterian Women and has written several books, 
including a commentary on Esther for the Interpretation 
series, and two devotional collections, Glimpses of 
Glory and Life After Grace, all published by 
Westminster John Knox. She also has three curricula 
with Kerygma on “the Bible 
and Handel’s Messiah,”      
“the Bible and Brahms’ 
Requiem” and “the Book of 
Job.” She now lives in Holland, 
Michigan, with her husband 
Tom Mullens. They have four 
teenagers. Her hobbies 
include playing the Celtic harp 
and gardening 

 
 

May 18-20, 2007 
Stony Point Center 

 
(The program begins with dinner at 6:00 on Friday, 

and ends with lunch on Sunday at noon) 
 

A Stony Point Center program in partnership with 
Horizons Magazine and the Presbyterian Women in 
the Synod of the Northeast 

 
Conference Registration Form 

Horizons Bible Study  
Above and Beyond:  

Hearing the Call in Jonah and Ruth  
May 18-20, 2007 

 
Name__________________________ 
Address________________________ 
          _________________________ 
City ___________________________ 
State ___________ Zip ___________ 
Phone _________________________ 
Email    ________________________ 
 
p Female    pMale 
 
Roommate Request _______________________ 
 
We will assign a roommate unless you provide a 
roommate request. A limited number of single rooms 
is available. 
 
Special Dietary Needs  
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________ 
 
p Registration Fee:       ($100)         
This covers the training program and the     
curriculum booklet. 
 
 Additional Cost for Room and/or Board  
p Double Occupancy Room/Board   ($170) 
p Single Occupancy Room/Board   ($220) 
p Commuter  --  Day Use/Meals only    ($80) 
                              
                            TOTAL_________________ 
p Check enclosed  (payable to Stony Point Center) 
 
p Visa      p MasterCard 
 Credit Card Number 
 ____________________________________ 
  
 Expiration Date _______________________ 
  
 Signature _______________ 
 

Please return the registration form with the 
correct payment by May 4, 2007 to: 

 
Horizons Bible Study Registrar 

Stony Point Center 
17 Crickettown Road, Stony Point, NY 10980 

 

For more information,  
call 1-800-253-4285, ext. 111 

Rev. Charles Ryu, Program Director 
 

cryu@stonypointcenter.org 
or visit our website: 

www.stonypointcenter.org 
 





A. The Blessing of Bible Study – Pam Lupfer, 
recent graduate of San Francisco Theological 
Seminary brings fresh eyes to the stories of 
Ruth and Jonah.

B. The Blessing of the Lay Pastorate – Julissa
Alvarez-Garcia, Lay Pastor and new member 
of the PWSCT.  The Circle just after lunch is 
offered in Spanish.  

C. The Blessing of Living Simply – Jane 
MacDonald will explore strategies for lifting 
some of the “heavy load” we carry.

D. The Blessing of Body, Mind, and Spirit – Dr. 
Hu-Nam Nam helps us make the connection 
between healthy bodies, minds and spirits. 

E. The Blessing of Growing in Wisdom – Ellie 
Gregory – former Moderator of PW 
Churchwide and PWS, long time lover of PW, 
and wise woman herself.  

F. The Blessing of Creativity and Imagination –
Maxine Hunter, water color artist.  Maxine will 
help us uncover our creativity and tap into our 
imagination, using a variety of media. 

G. The Blessing of A Restored Creation – Rev. 
Janet Adair Hanson – member of Presbyterians 
for Restoring Creation, and Pastor, Christ 
Presbyterian Church, Cortland, NY

H.  The Blessing of Global Understanding –
Roberta Mansfield, will bring us new insights 
about her trip and the importance of building 
relationships with our sisters and brothers 
throughout the world.

I. The Blessing of “Sisters Stand and Walk 
Together” – AM only Our racial-ethnic sisters 
will help us understand what the leadership 
development program has meant to them.  

J.   The Blessing of Peace for My Turmoil – uses 
both afternoon slots, and please register for 
this.  Group limited to 12 – Rev. Frances A. 
Unsell, pastor and counselor.  Are you in some 
type of uncomfortable turmoil?  The group will 
explore what it is, name it, and help one to 
develop a plan to get to a different place.

***Except as noted for I and J, the circles are offered 
three times for ample opportunity for all to 
participate.  If you desire to attend only 1 or 2, 
that’s OK.  Learning Circles will NOT be 
assigned, except J; instead, there will be 
admittance cards available at the registration 
table to be picked up***

Saturday Learning Circles

Leadership for the Gathering

Music Leaders: Peg Inglis and Judy Aho are retired 
music teachers who continue to work with 
choirs/groups of all ages.

Jackie Lewis, Friday’s Worship leader is Senior 
Pastor at Middle Collegiate Church in NYC.

Catrelia Hunter is the moderator of the Churchwide
Coordinating Team of Presbyterian Women.

Our Saturday plenary speaker is Jacqueline E. 
Lapsley, associate professor of Old Testament at 
Princeton Theological Seminary.

"The Side Street Sisters ....and Father Scot" a fun-
loving group of performers entertain around the 
Mohawk Valley.  We’ll enjoy them Saturday 
Evening.

Katie Boardman of Cooperstown, NY is the director 
of music at First Presbyterian Church where she 
directs vocal and instrumental ensembles for all ages 
and shares the organ bench.

Chaplin for the weekend is Mary Jo Pattison, 
currently an Evaluation Specialist for the Evaluation 
Consortium at State University of New York at 
Albany.  

Blessings and Abundance continued…

A Greater Gift 
(SERRV) and 
Cokesbury
Bookstore and 
will be open 
Friday and 
Saturday.



SHORT SCHEDULE & HIGHLIGHTS

FRIDAY
3:00pm – 5:00pm – PWS BUSINESS MEETING
Catrelia Hunter speaking
7:15pm – OPENING of GATHERING; 
WORSHIP with Communion
Korean Women’s Choir

SATURDAY
8:45am - GATHERING with Speaker
10:15am – 4:30pm LEARNING CIRCLES
4:45pm - FORUM and Q & A on Palestine
7:30pm – FUN STUFF
SUNDAY
9:30am - Taize WORSHIP 

Blessings and Abundance continued…

LAST NAME__________________________________________
FIRST NAME__________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS____________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP_______________________________________
PHONE (_______) ________   ___________
E -MAIL______________________________________________
NAMES/AGES of CHILDREN_____________________________
PRESBYTERY________________________________________
______I request   press credentials as a representative of
__________________________________________(publication)
EMERGENCY CONTACT________________________________
Special needs (dietary, mobility, etc)
____________________________________________________
Please indicate interest in Saturday Learning Circles
A.    B.    C.    D.    E.    F.    G.    H.    I.    J.  (   ) check here if registering for Learning Circle J

PWSCT – check here _______if staying for CT meeting Sunday-Monday 
so we will have lunch and a bed for you.

Total for PWP/PWS member

Roommate

$150.00Single room – add 

$60.00Program Fee – All pay, non-refundable

PWP Moderators and PWS CT members – PWS pays your room and 
board (double occupancy)

Make checks payable to: Presbyterian Women in the 
Synod of the Northeast (PWSNE), and mail it to Registrar:

Jane MacDonald  (jkmac@nac.net)
36 Carriage Lane
Newton, NJ 07860-1927



Total for Package #2:_________________________

Package Plan # 1 is per person and includes program fee, 5 meals (Fri Dinner thru Sunday 
Breakfast), 2 nights(Fri & Sat)

Blessings and Abundance continued…

Fees, Lodging, and Meals

Option
No Roommate
One Roommate
Two Roommates
Three Roommates

# in Room
1
2
3
4

Package Fee
$460.00
$325.00
$275.00
$265.00

Option
No Roommate
One Roommate
Two Roommates
Three Roommates

# in Room
1
2
3
4

Package Fee
$285.00
$215.00
$190.00
$180.00

Children 12 and under stay free – just pay $50.00 for meals. Children 13 and over are 
considered adults, and pay the full Package Plan Amount.

Circle one fee, and indicate roommate(s) below. Please include all roommates registrations in 
one envelope:

No Roommate
One Roommate
Two Roommates
Three Roommates

If a box lunch is requested for Sunday, Please add $17.50, per person

Total for Package #1:_________________________

Package Plan #2 is per person and includes program fee, 3 meals (Fri. Dinner, Sat. 
Breakfast & Lunch), 1 night (Fri.)

Children 12 and under stay free – just pay $50.00 for meals. Children 13 and over are 
considered adults, and pay the full Package Plan Amount.

Circle one fee, and indicate roommate(s) below. Please include all roommates registrations in 
one envelope:

No Roommate
One Roommate
Two Roommates
Three Roommates



Commuter Plan is per person and is priced by componenet

Blessings and Abundance continued…

Fees, Lodging, and Meals

Program Fee – All pay, non-refundable
Friday Dinner
Saturday Lunch
Saturday Dinner

Fee
$60.00
$27.00
$18.00
$26.00

Circle meals desired.

Total for Commuter:_________________________

Moderator
Anne Reynolds PO Box 1033
Little Falls, NY 13365
315-823-2680

Secretary
Virginia Champlin
4381 Wasbash Rd
Geneva NY 14456
585-526-5841

Treasurer
Sharon Hsu
429 Northam Dr. 
North Brunswick, NJ 08902
732-821-2833
sharon2nj@yahoo.com



    

Page 1 CALENDAR Spring 2007                1 

 
PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN IN THE SYNOD OF THE NORTHEAST 

CALENDAR 
 OPPORTUNITIES and REMINDERS 

Event/Action 
 

Spring 2007 

2007 Event For Place 

Mar. 12-14     Albuquerque PPG Reps. Albuquerque, N M 
Mar. 30-31  Newton PWP Retreat All Women Johnsonburg,NJ 
Apr. 15 Boston PWP Gathering All Women Korean Church 

Brookline MA 
Apr. 18 Elizabeth PWP Gathering All Women Metuchen 
Apr 21 New Brunswick Spring Gathering  All Women Witherspoon  
Apr 21 Newark PWP Spring Gathering  All Women TBA 
Apr. 22 West Jersey PWP Gathering  All Women  Cherry Hill 
Apr. 22 Newark PWP Gathering All Women Montclair 
Apr. 22 Newton PWP Gathering  All Women Whippany, NJ 
Apr. 28 Sisters Stand and Walk Together Members  Stony Point  
May 1 PWP Directory Updates due to  

PW PC (USA) 
PWP Moderators Louisville  

May 6  Hudson River PWP Gathering  
With Rev. Dr. Susan Andrews 

All Women TBA 

May 4-7 Fri-Mon Healing Retreat  All women New Jersey Shore 
May 18-20 
Fri-Sun 

Horizons Bible Study  
With author Carol Bechtel  

All women Stony Point 

May 18-20 Spiritual Retreat-.”Lights Along the 
Shore” 

All women Syracuse 

June 1 Mission Reports due to Althea Mead PWP Mission 
Coordinators 

 

June 15 Pledges due 
Expense Vouchers 

PWP Treas 
PWSCT 

 

June 24  Monmouth PWP Bible Study Training Everyone  
June 25 Pledge Payment to Central Receiving 

Service 
PWP Treas.  

July 27-29 
Fri-Sun 
 

PWS Gathering 
OpenUntoMe:Blessing and 
Abundance 
Graduation: Sisters Stand and Walk” 

All women DesmondHotel 
Albany  

July 27-29             Encuentro Gathering Hispanic/Latina 
Sisters 

Dallas,TX 

August 1 Lighthouse Articles due  PWSCT  
Sept.12-13 Annual Retreat 

“Women in the Bible “ 
All Women from 
Fab 5 PPG 

Vandercamp 
Cleveland,NY  

September 15 Pledges Due 
Expense Vouchers 

PWP Treas. 
PWCT 

 

Nov. 2-3 
Fri-Sat 

PWP Moderator Training  
PWS CT Meeting (Sat/Sun) 

PWP Mod. 
PWS CT 

Albany 
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